Demonstrations benefit students
atch this . . .
When students signed up
for unfamiliar courses,
they dreaded long, te-
dious lectures in a terminology
they couldn't understand. How-
ever, once they found out the
class involved demonstrations
they discovered that experience
made the class more interesting.
Teachers and students had
various reasons for performing
lab experiments and demonstra-
tions.
Students were given a first-
hand insight on the material they
studied.
Teachers performed demon-
strations to the whole class to mo-
tivate the students.
"Demonstrations were helpful
to me because I understood bet-
ter what my teachers were say-
ing when they showed us what
they meant," said Laura Pyros.
A major reason for demonstra-
tions  being  incorporated  into
SEW, WHAT'S UP?
Learning to sew takes time, practice, and
instruction. Tara Elliot receives assistance
from the sewing instructor, Mrs. Way.
courses concerned college. Most
students found high school lab
experiences to be beneficial in
their college courses.
"I've found that performing
labs in high school makes it easier
for the students once they get
into college," said Mr. Ford.
Lack of materials played a
large part in the limited number
of experiments that could be per-
formed. In addition, many mate-
rials such as toxic or flammable
materials were too dangerous for
the students to handle without di-
rect supervision.
Many teachers did not per-
form labs and demonstrations be-
cause of several disadvantages.
Many labs turned into a free time
for the students. In addition, it
took two to three times longer to
prepare materials than the actu-
al time of the demonstration.
Plus lab work took away from
any other scheduled activities.
"Though labs are a learning
experience it tends to take away
from learning the basic materi-
als," said Mr. Gliha.
Demonstrations were not just
a part of science classes. It was
also a regular part of home eco-
nomics, typing, computers, and
various other courses offered.
"In my cooking class the
teacher demonstrated what to do
and everyone tried to do it," said
Mariah Marshall.
Although there were various
reasons for different kinds of
demonstrations, both teachers
and students agreed it was a
helpful way to learn and under-
stand the material better. ?
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WATCHIN' CLOSELY
Mrs. Stone, Home Economics teacher,
demonstrates to her students the proper
way to program a microwave.
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